INTRODUCTION TO CADET MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARTINSVILLE RESCUE SQUAD
The Martinsville Rescue Squad is a 100% volunteer organization providing emergency care and transport to those in need in Martinsville and the Washington Valley section of Bridgewater.  Our organization has been providing its services free of charge to everyone in our area since our founding in 1957.
Our members are people from the community just like you.  Although members come from many different professions, religions, and backgrounds, we all share a common belief that by helping others we make life more fulfilling and make our community a better place to live.

CADET MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS
A Cadet Application is required for individuals between sixteen and eighteen years old.

The application process consists of completing a brief application, signing a Disclosure and Release statement, providing two written letters of reference and a signed parental consent form.  After the squad receives these documents from you we will schedule an interview with you and your parents to answer your questions, to review our Standard Operating Procedures, and to determine what days and times you can help out.
Please note that all volunteers must be trained in CPR before they can ride in the ambulance in response to an area 911 call.  If you are already CPR certified we just need a copy of your current CPR card for our files.  If you are not yet CPR certified we can help you schedule your training either at our squad building or at the Somerset Medical Center.  If we provide your CPR training, there is no charge to you.  If you go to the Somerset Medical Center for CPR training, we will reimburse you for the full cost of the training.
As a member of the squad, a cadet is eligible to pursue the training for certification as an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT).  There is no cost to the member for this training.  EMT training, however, is not required to be a squad member.

DUTY CREW ASSIGNMENT
Cadet members are assigned to a duty crew by the Captain.  A duty crew has coverage responsibility for the same day each and every week (except for holidays).  Typical cadet duty hours are from 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM or from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  Occasionally, cadets are asked to help out for some time on weekends when their crew has coverage responsibility.  On these occasions the Crew Chief will contact the cadet to determine availability.
The Crew Leader is responsible for providing instruction and practice to the cadet member.  This is usually done during the cadet’s duty hours.  Training consists of learning the location of supplies and equipment on the ambulance, learning the basics of lifting and moving patients and, for cadets who become certified EMTs, practicing their skills in patient assessment and treatment.
RESPONDING TO CALLS AND OTHER MEMBER OBLIGATIONS
Every member is issued a uniform that must be worn when responding to calls.  The uniform is supplied at no cost to members.  Each member is also issued a tone-activated pager, which alerts members to emergency calls.  When “on duty”, members must remain in our coverage area (Washington Valley section of Bridgewater and Martinsville), but they are not required to stay at the squad building.  When the pager is activated, members who are on duty respond to the building to ride the ambulance to the call location.  Cadet members who do not drive must be transported to the building by a parent.  Some Cadet members choose to remain at the building during their duty hours to avoid transportation problems.
All squad members should make every effort to attend our monthly squad meeting on the fourth Tuesday of each month and training drills, which are scheduled at least quarterly on the second Tuesday of the month.
If you have additional questions or would like to see our building or ambulances or would simply like to talk in person, please call us at 732-469-1505 or e-mail us at mrsquad@optonline.net.









